Treating personality fragmentation and dissociation in borderline personality disorder: a pilot study of the impact of cognitive analytic therapy.
Recent findings suggest that personality fragmentation may be a core component of borderline personality disorder (BPD) and that successful treatment of BPD may depend on the extent to which this is addressed. Cognitive analytic therapy (CAT) can increase integration by strengthening awareness, and hence control, of the dissociative processes maintaining fragmentation. This pilot study aimed to conduct a systematic evaluation of the impact of CAT on BPD severity and personality integration. A patient series within-subject design was used. Five BPD participants completed a series of assessments to evaluate the impact of therapy on BPD severity, fragmentation, dissociation, symptomatology and interpersonal adjustment before, during and following 16-session CAT. By follow-up, CAT had produced reductions in the severity of BPD for all five participants, and three participants showed significant changes in their levels of personality fragmentation. Improvements in comorbid disturbance were less consistent, however. Although the small number of participants involved limits these findings, they have theoretical and clinical interest. They generally support the suggestion that integration should be enhanced with BPD patients, and suggest that CAT may be a useful method to achieve this goal.